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Community Grants — Disclaimer

Monmou th Town Counci

* This presentation is just an illustrative OVERVIEW. There exists:

* A POLICY FOR COMMUNITY GRANTS DOCUMENT
* A GUIDANCE NOTES/CRITERIA DOCUMENT
* APPLICATION FORM(S)

e Conditions, requirements, and all necessary information relating to
Monmouth Town Council Community Grants are to be found in those
documents. They are all available from the MTC Office and Website

* Do NOT refer to this presentation!



Community Grants - Briefly

* Monmouth Town Council gives grants:

* Currently up to a total of £25,000 per year

* In two tranches, April and October

* Voluntary and Community Sector Groups

* Positive and beneficial impact on local community

* Actively assist the community to enjoy a better quality of life
* Wellbeing of Future Generations Act

* WHAT’S THE PROJECT? ??  ....... over to you, the community.



Community Grants - Legal Basis

e Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972:

MTC has power to incur expenditure....
.... bring direct benefit to its area or inhabitants.

 Section 19 of Local Government (Misc Provisions ) Act 1975:

MTC has power to make grants to voluntary organisations....
.... providing recreational facilities.



Community Grants - Legal Goals

* Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015:
* A prosperous Wales
* A resilient Wales
* A healthier Wales
* A more equal Wales
* A Wales of more cohesive communities
* A Wales of vibrant culture and thriving Welsh language
* A globally responsible Wales



Community Grants — Policy & Criteria

* Guides the Council in making decisions,
Both Officers and Councillors
e Guides the Council

Discretion can be applied in exceptional circumstances
* Only applies to Community Grants

Other funding schemes are available!
* Open for all to see

On our MTC website, on request



_ Community Grants - Policy
* Who can apply?

e What can be funded?

 What can not be funded?

e Risks and restrictions

* Conditions

* Time limits

* Assessment process
* Project Monitoring



Community Grants Policy

* WHO CAN APPLY?

* Groups or Organisations that are:
e Voluntary
* Non-profit-making

 And have:

* No undue restriction on membership
e A Clear legal identity (Can be associated with a larger group)
* A bank-account and can share account statements

e And:

* Actively promotes equality



Community Grants Policy

« WHAT CAN THE GRANT BE FOR ?

* Any project that satisfies one or more of the Wellbeing goals

* Takes place within the 5 Wards of Monmouth Town Council or
* Directly benefits its residents

* Caninclude e.g.
* Core costs, of community groups
* Direct delivery of projects
» Capital purchases of equipment, apparatus etc (but not buildings)
* Temporary employment - labour, contractors etc



Community Grants Policy

 BUT IT CANNOT BE:
* For a political party or suchlike, or political campaigning

* For the furtherance of a faith or of a religious nature
* Although Faith-based groups can apply for community projects

* For on-going costs such as a salary
* |t's a one-off payment

* For the purchase of a building
* For an organisation having an outstanding debt to the Council



Community Grants Policy - Risks

* The Council has a duty to ensure that the best use is made of its
resources..

* MTC must spend money responsibly!

* Any Grant is limited to £3,000 for new organisations
* Having less than 2 year’s accounts
* Do not have audited accounts



1 ’-i*-‘ Community Grants Policy Conditions

Monmou th Town Council

* Terms & Conditions
* Are available to Organisations before they apply (Guidance Notes)
e Offers are subject to acceptance of the Conditions
* The RFO must be satisfied with any monitoring conditions before payment
* Unspent funds may not be carried forward to the next year without
permission
* Time limits
* Activities must be delivered within 12 months of grant.
* Project can only proceed beyond 12 months with express permission



Community Grants Policy — Assessment (1)

Monmou th Town Council

* Applications for Projects are scored against each of:

* Being either located within Monmouth town or of benefit to
Monmouth People

e The aims of the P+P committee:

* Support and strengthen participation in community activities and events,
developing a sustainable welcoming community

* Seven goals of the Wellbeing of Future Generations Act ie:

* Prosperity, Resilience, Health, Equality, Cohesive community, Vibrant culture
and Welsh language; and Global responsibility

 Demonstrating a local need for the project



M5 Community Grants Policy — Assessment (2)

Monmou th Town Council

* Applications are further scored against each of:

* Whether sufficient information is provided
Whether the Organisation can afford the project without grant support
Whether the Organisation has raised 25% of the project cost
The Organisation and Project activity are approved by the Policy
Whether relevant permissions are in place

* Scores are presented to People & Places Committee
 Final decision to award or refuse made by People & Places



Community Grants Policy - Monitoring

* Monitoring and follow-up
* You will need to report Project progress to the Council
* The Council may request receipts or proof of spending.

* The Council need to know whether the project expenditure and
outcomes are consistent with the proposal.

* The Council may refuse future funding or applications if dissatisfied.

* The Council wants to see projects succeed!



Community Grants — Application Process (1)

* Describe the project fully and accurately

* Detailed breakdown of costings for
* Bought-in items/materials
* Any labour etc

* Show how the balance of funds will be raised
* Show how the project satisfies the seven Wellbeing goals

* Any permissions needed to carry out the project
e e.g. planning permission

* A viable project?
* Good value for Money?



Community Grants Application Process (2)

Monmout h Town Counci

* Background of Organisation

* Its Constitution or, at least, its aims and objectives
* Evidence of public liability insurance

* Equal opportunities policy

* Health and safety policy

 Child protection policy

A well-founded and responsibly managed organisation?



y9s  Community Grants Application Process (3)
= (Established Organisations)

Monmou th Town Counci

* Financial figures for the last 2 years, stating
* Annual Income
* Annual expenditure
* Reserves Held

* Financial Documents the for last 2 years
e Audited Accounts
e Bank statements - current and savings/deposit/investment accounts

e Financial viability and stability of Organisation?
» Affordability of the project?



Community Grants Application process (3)
(Recently-founded organisations)

Monmou th Town Counci

* Organisations and Groups not having two year’s financial statements

* Financial figures stating, as far as possible,
* Annual Income, Expenditure and Reserves Held

* A business plan or

* Monthly Bank statements

* Evidence of committed and uncommitted reserves
* Viability and Stability of the Organisation?

e Affordability of the Project?



Community Grants Decision Process

1. Applications are received by closing date (7" November in 2025)

2. Applications are screened by Council Officers
* for completeness and broad adherence to policy

3. Applications are examined by a sub-committee

* Of three or more councillors
* According to the policy, Wellbeing of Future Generations
* Make recommendations to the People & Places Committee

4. Final Decisions are made by the People and Places Committee
5. Applicants are informed (max 6 weeks after closing date)



Community Grants Monitoring and Follow-Up

Monmou th Town Council

* We want to share your success, so please:

* Take part in an Awards Ceremony

* Openly thank the Council for its help
* On posters, in annual reports and in press or media posts

* Feedback your success to the council
* in pictures, stories, reports etc

* Encourage others to apply, and run community projects
* Good publicity for you, the Council, the Town, the Community



;ﬁ Community Grants

Monmouth Town Council

22?2 QUESTIONS 22?
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